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SILVER COINS MINTED BY THE PEASANT
REVOLUTIONARY POLITICAL POWER OF THE
TAIPING HEAVENLY KINGDOM
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On January 11, 1851 a multitude of peasants led by Hong
Xiuquan, Feng Yunshan and other personnel waged an armed
uprising in Jintian Village of Guiping County, Guangxi Province,
which led to the establishment of the peasant revolutionary
political power under the rule of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom.
It was in March 1853 that Nanjing, after being occupied by them,
became the capital. It took as long as 14 years for the peasant
revolutionary movement, by overrunning a wide spread of 18
provinces, to push the Chinese peasant war of all agestoaclimax,
inwhich the feudal system suffered overall assaults, the decadent
rule of the Qing Dynasty was seriously shaken and the foreign
invading forces were dealt head-on-blows. It fully manifests the
heroic and undaunted rebellious spirit typical of the Chinese
populace, thereby producing far-reaching influence on the
historical development of modern China.

During the revolutionary movement period of the Taiping
Heavenly Kingdom, a great quantity of coins were minted and
issued by the peasant political power, aimed at consolidating
their reign as one of the important measures to protect the fruit
of their victory. According to historical data, the coins minted
during the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom period were of three
categories, namely the gold, silver and copper coins, of which the
gold and silver coins were non-issuable. So far no gold coins have
ever been revealed, while the existing silver coins amount to a
small number, either scattered as exhibits in overseas museums
or stored up as treasures by coin collectors. However, judged
from the plates of the material objects already issued, the form
and structure of the coins followed the traditional Chinese coins,
round outside but square in the middle, available in two models,
namely the big and the small . Generally, inscribed on the
obverse were the Chinese characters "Tian Guo" meaning the
"Taiping Heavenly Kingdom": on the reverse the two characters
"Sheng Bao" meaning "sacred treasure" wereinscribed separately
either above and underneath or on the right & left.
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